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We can be confident of Joseph Smith's intimate involvement in the creation of the BoAbr manuscripts because the stemmatic trajectory ...
ms. 1b (fldr. 3)

↓

ms. 2 (fldr. 1)

↓

ms. 3 (fldr. 4)

... culminated in the first authoritative publication of the BoAbr beginning in the 1 March 1842 Times and Seasons.

Transcription Method

X = X is deleted via strikethrough

X = X is deleted via erasure or partial erasure


[X] = X is unreadable due to a physical trait of the document


{X} = X involves overwriting

{X|Y} = Y overwrites a fully or partially written X
{X|Y} = X is deleted via erasure or partial erasure and Y overwrites X

{X±Y} = X is either added to or subtracted from to create Y


<X> = X is a supralinear insertion
/ = line break

// = page break
	Table 1

Abraham 1:6—Textual History



	Joseph Smith (dictation)



	
	↓
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 1a (fldr. 2), p. 1—F. G. Williams]
for their hearts wer{e} set to / do evil

and were wholly turned to the {G}od of

Elk=kener and the / God of Zibnah
 and the

God of Mah-ma{c}{k}rah [ ] and / the God

of Pharoah King of Egypt


	[BoAbr ms. 1b (fldr. 3), p. 1—W. Parrish]
for their hearts were set to do / evil

and were wholly turned to the /  God of

Elkkener and the god of / Zibnah and the

god of mah = / machrah [ ] and the god

of Pharo / {a}h, King of Eg{y}{p}t.



	
	
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 2 (fldr. 1), pp. 1–2—W. Parrish]

for their hearts were set to do evil, and / were wholly turned to the god of Elkkener / and

the god of Zibnah and the god of // Mahmackrah and the god of Koash / and the

god of Pharaoh King of Egypt,


	
	
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 3 (fldr. 4), p. 3—W. Richards]

for / their hearts were set to do evi{l}l & were / wholly turnd to the God of Elken{e|a}{r±h} &

the God / of Libnah. & the God <of> Mah{r±m}a{c}{h±k}rah, & the / God of Roa{h±s}h. & the

God of Pharoah King / of Egypt,



	
	
	↓
	

	[Times and Seasons 3.9 (1 March 1842): 704 (v. 2), original spacing]
for their hearts were set to do evil, and were wholly turned to the God of Elkenah, and

the God of Libnah, and the God of Mahmackrah, and the God of Korash, and the

God of Pharaoh,  King of Egypt;




	Table 2

Abraham 1:13—Textual History



	Joseph Smith (dictation)



	
	↓
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 1a (fldr. 2), p. 1—F. G. Williams]
It was made after, the form of a bedsted

such as was had / among the Cha{l}deans

and it stood before the gods of Elk=Keen[ah] /

Zibnah Ma{-|h}-mach-rah - [ ] and als a god

like unto that of / Pharaoh King of Egypt


	[BoAbr ms. 1b (fldr. 3), p. 3—W. Parrish]
it was made after the form of a bedst stead /

such as was had amon the Chaldeans,

and / it stood before the gods, of Elkkener

Zibnah / mah-machrah [ ] and also a god

likeunto that / of Pharaoh King of Egypt,



	
	
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 2 (fldr. 1), p. 3—W. Parrish]

It was made after the form of a bed-stead / such as was had among the Chaldeans, /

and it stood before the gods, of Elkkener / Zibnah Mahmachrah [ ] and also,

a god / likeunto that of Pharaoh King of Egypt


	
	
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 3 (fldr. 4), p. 5—W. Richards]

{i|I}t was made / after the form of a bedsted, such as was had / among the Ch{a}ld{e}ans,

and it stood {f|b}efore the / Gods of Elkenah, {Z|L}ibnah, Mah m{a}ckrah, / <Korash> and also

a God like unto that of Pharaoh / {R±K}ing of Egypt,



	
	
	↓
	

	[Times and Seasons 3.9 (1 March 1842): 704 (v. 4), original spacing]

It was made after the form of a bedstead, such as was had among the Chaldeans,

and it stood before the gods of Elkenah, Libnah,Mahmackrah, Korash, & also

a God like unto that of Pharaoh King of Egypt.




	Table 3

Abraham 1:17a—Textual History



	Joseph Smith (dictation)



	
	↓
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 1a (fldr. 2), p. 2—F. G. Williams]
and this because their hearts / are turned
they have turned their hearts away from /

me to worship the god of Elk Kee-nah

and the god of / Zibnah and of

mah-mach-rah- [ ] and the god of /

Pharaoh King of Egypt.


	[BoAbr ms. 1b (fldr. 3), p. 3—W. Parrish]
and this because / their hearts are turn
they have turned / their hearts away from

me, to worship / the god of Elkkener,

and the god of Zibn- / ah and of

mah mach rah [ ] and {of|t}he god / of {P}har{o±a}{a|o}h King of Egypt;



	
	
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 2 (fldr. 1), p. 4—W. Parrish]

and from / all this because [ ] they have turned their / hearts away from me, to worship
the / god of Elkkener, and the god Zibnah, / and of Mahmachrah,

[ ] and the god of / Pharaoh King of Egypt;


	
	
	↓
	

	[BoAbr ms. 3 (fldr. 4), p. 6—W. Richards]

& this bcause [ ] they have turnd the{r|ir} hearts / away from me to {w}orship
the God of / Elkenah, & the God of {Z|L}ibnah, and <the God of> of / M{a}hm{a}ckrah,

& <& the God of Korash> the God of Pharaoh King / of Egypt;



	
	
	↓
	

	[Times and Seasons 3.9 (1 March 1842): 704 (v. 5), original spacing]

and this because [ ] they have turned their hearts away from me, to worship
the God of Elkenah,and the God of Libnah, & the God of Mahmackrah,

& the God of Korash, and the God of Pharaoh King of Egypt;




� I'm indebted to independent historian Erin B. Jennings for correctly deciphering the name as "Zibnah."
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